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Midcoast Habitat for Humanity is building five homes off Route 1. 
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New homes are being constructed just off Route 1 in Rockport. Photo by Daniel Dunkle 

A new gravel access road off Route 1 leads down to the wooden frames of five new homes taking 
shape not far from the former Rockport Elementary School property. 

The sign on the highway states this is the future home of “Compass Point: A Pocket 
Neighborhood.” 

The project is the vision of Midcoast Habitat for Humanity and will soon be a subdivision of 10 new 
single-family homes to be purchased at an affordable rate for local families earning 30%-80% of 
the area median income. 

“Being in the village is wonderful,” said Tia Anderson, Midcoast Habitat executive director. 

She said this project is exciting in part because it is the first in Rockport, even though Midcoast 
Habitat for Humanity has had its headquarters in Rockport for 35 years. It is also important 
because it is located in proximity to local schools, the new community park and other amenities. 

This generous donation of land in a prime location helps the organization fulfill its mission. 

“It’s exciting how quickly it’s moving,” she said. 

The project was approved in August 2025 by the Rockport Planning Board. Michael Sabatini of 
Landmark Corp. Surveyors and Engineers presented the project to the town. 



Anderson said it has been good working with the town, and praised it as a streamlined, efficient 
process. 

The project has a price tag of about $3.4 million, and she said a third of that is infrastructure. 

The land was donated by Martha White and Taylor Allen, and the construction has been carried 
out with the help of thousands of hours of volunteer work for each home being built. Anderson 
said five more homes will be added to those under construction. 

She expects the full project to be completed by June 2028, with the first residents moving in next 
spring. 

The project is just down the road from the new solar-powered apartment complex, The Birches, 
which was formerly the Rockport Suites motel. 

It does not have an exact street address yet since it is a new development on the lot. The access 
road is going to be called “Some Way.” 

This will be a Pocket Neighborhood, which she explained is a term that encompasses not only 
efficiency of design, but a certain aesthetic. Since the homes are on one property, it will be a 
condominium association. 

The homes will be on lots that have smaller individual footprints and somewhat clustered together 
with a sense of shared space. 

“We use our front porches,” she said. “The idea is to create a more engaging and inviting 
environment.” 

It is not the first local pocket neighborhood from Habitat. Rockland’s Philbrick Commons has 12 
homes. 

Originally the project plans called for creating a new daycare center along Route 1 at the site, but 
Anderson said the group now hopes to funnel support instead into existing childcare programs in 
the area to better serve the local need. She said it was originally a vision from the donors of the 
land, but the plan has changed after many discussions with both donors and local childcare 
organizations. 

Habitat’s website notes this project is moving forward “thanks to the support of volunteers, 
donors, sponsors, and community partners.” 

In addition, this spring, Compass Point was the site of Habitat’s 2026 Women Build. “Over 160 
volunteers joined us across 10 shifts and seven build days, helping advance the first homes from 
foundations to floors, walls, and insulation. Together, participants and sponsors raised nearly 
$15,000 in support of safe, affordable housing in Knox County,” the organization says on its 
website. 

“Compass Point represents an important step forward in addressing the urgent need for 
affordable housing in Knox County. We are grateful to everyone helping bring this neighborhood to 
life.” 


